QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS SET NEW ATTENDANCE RECORD 
Maresias Beach, in São Paulo, hosts the event with 28 confirmed countries 
20 April 2006 - The Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships will be held in Brazil for the first time next month (May 6-14) with a record 28 national teams competing, one more than last year’s highly successful event at Huntington Beach, California. 

The prestigious junior event has seen a steady climb in numbers since 16 countries competed in the inaugural event in South Africa in 2003, which increased to 23 in Tahiti the following year. 

The 2006 Maresias Beach event, in São Sebastião, State of São Paulo, has already reached 28 countries, gathering together the world’s best junior surfers. Each country is represented by four athletes competing in the boys under 18 division, four in the boys under 16 division and four in the girls under 18 division. The scores of the top three athletes per division are added up to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team. 

The Confederação Brasileira de Surf (CBS) – the Brazilian Surfing Confederation, the national governing body for all the sport of surfing in Brazil – is hosting the event. 

CBS president Juca de Barros said: “We are very proud to organize the event in Brazil. CBS is the host of this event and the National Sports Department, the Brazilian Olympic Committee (COB) and the São Sebastião City Hall have lent their very important support. The Maresias waves will be surfed by the best junior surfers on the planet, so it’s going to be a great event for sure” . 

“It’s very important to thank Quiksilver, which is sponsoring the event, and also Fernando Aguerre, the International Surfing Association (ISA) president who believed in us and our hard work. He gave us his support to organize this important competition,” Barros, who is also the Pan-American Surfing Association (PASA) vice-president, said. 

ISA president Fernando Aguerre said the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships are the most important event in the world for the junior division. “Representing a national team is the greatest honor for an athlete in any sport. Most importantly in Brazil is that surfing is the second most important sport after football (soccer)”, said Aguerre, who was born in Argentina but has lived in California for many years. 

The World Junior Surfing Championships, for surfers under 18, are an International Surfing Association (ISA) event which has been sponsored by Quiksilver for the past three years. The 2007 Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships have already been confirmed for Portugal. The ISA Junior World Surfing Championships were first held in 1980 and won by a young Tom Curren, who went on to win the professional surfing world title. 

Hawaii is defending World Champion Team after winning gold at Huntington Beach. Other top teams with chances for medals this year include USA, Australia, South Africa and Brazil. 

Starting as a standalone event in 2003 in Durban, South Africa, the Brazilian team won the 2003 World Junior, finished third in Tahiti in 2004 and took silver in Huntington Beach, California, last year. Brazilian Jefferson Silva won gold in the boys under 18 with fellow Brazilian Thomas Hermes in third. 

In the under 16 Boys, Brazilian Wiggoly Dantas finished fourth but there were no Brazilian girls in the girls final. This is a spell the Brazilians hope to break as the girls have never reached an ISA world junior final. The main chance this year is the full blooded Native American, Diana Cristina, 15, who won a WQS event earlier this year in Brazil, beating two-time ISA World Junior Champion, Australian Stephanie Gilmore. 

The Brazilian Team will be decided two weeks before the main event, at the contest venue of Maresias Beach, during the second event of the Confederação Brasileira de Surf (CBS). Wiggoly Dantas is the only confirmed junior athlete and the others will be decided by their national ranking. 

The Hawaiians dominated last year’s under 16 division, with Tonino Benson in first and Clay Marzo in second. Torrey Meister placed sixth and he is the one of the most favorites to get the junior title in Brazil. Lani Hunter, who placed fourth last year, is one of the favorites in the girls division. 

The other national teams have already been selected. The United States’ top hopes are Tanner Gudauskas and Karina Petroni. Australia has Matt Wilkinson, the Tahiti Under 16 Champion who’ll be competing in under 18 this year, and Jessica Hickson. 

Jordy Smith, the first Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Under 16 Champion, is the biggest name from South Africa, and from Tahiti the main chances are Heifara Tahutini and Niuhui Marere. Jeremy Flores is the biggest star competing for France. Other competing countries include: Japan, Portugal, England and Peru. (Peru took second in the last Pan-American won by Brazil.) 

The Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships 2006 is an International Surfing Association (ISA) event, sponsored by Quiksilver and organized by the Confederação Brasileira de Surf (CBS) – Brazilian Surfing Confederation. National Sports Department, Brazilian Olympic Committee (COB), São Paulo Government, São Sebastião City Hall, Federação Paulista de Surf, Associação de Surf de São Sebastião and Fluir Magazine also support the event. 
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ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIP LATEST RESULTS 

WJSC 2005 - Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships 
From 8th to 16th of October, Huntington Beach, California, USA 

Final Rating (Countries): 
1- Hawaii 
2- Brazil 
3- United States of America 
4- Australia 

Junior Final (Under 18): 
1- Jefferson Silva (BRA) 
2- Tanner Gudauskas (USA) 
3- Thomas Hermes (BRA) 
4- Jordy Smith (AFR) 

Final Under 16: 
1- Tonino Benson (HAW) 
2- Clay Marzo (HAW) 
3- David Delroy Carr (AUS) 
4- Wiggolly Dantas (BRA) 

Female Junior Final (under 18): 
1- Stephanie Gilmore (AUS) 
2- Karina Petroni (USA) 
3- Carissa Moore (HAW) 
4- Lani Hunter (HAW) 

Tag Team Final: 
1- France 
2- South Africa 
3- USA 
4- Australia 

WJSC 2004 - Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships 
From 2nd to 14th of December, Papenoo - TAHITI. 

Final Rating (Countries): 
1- Australia 
2- USA 
3- Brazil 
4- Hawaii 

Junior Final (Under 18): 
1- James Wood (AUS) 
2- Jeremy Johnston (USA) 
3- Wiliam Cardoso (BRA) 
4- Ben Dunn (AUS) 

Final Under 16: 
1- Matt Wilkinson (AUS) 
2- Julian Wilson (AUS) 
3- Joan Duru (FRA) 
4- Tanner Gudauskas (USA) 

Female Junior Final (under 18): 
1- Stephanie Gilmore (AUS) 
2- Karina Petroni (USA) 
3- Erica Housseini (USA) 
4- Jessi Miley-Dyer (AUS) 

Tag Team Final: 
1- Australia 
2- Hawaii 
3- Brazil 
4- South Africa 

WJSC 2003 - Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships 
From 17th to 23rd of August, North Beach, Durban – South Africa 

Final Rating (Countries): 
1- Brazil - 56,65 pontos 
2- Australia - 51,40 
3- New Zeland - 50,85 
4- South Africa - 49,55 

Junior Final (Under 18): 
1- Ben Dunn (AUS) - 15,00 
2- William Cardoso (BRA) - 14,70 
3- Ola Eleogrram (HAW) - 11,94 
4- Leandro Bastos (BRA) - 11,74 

Final Under 16: 
1- Jordan Smith (AFR) - 15,67 
2- Tim Wrench (AUS) - 12,67 
3- Mitch Coleborn (AUS) - 8,90 
4- Richard Cristie (NZL) - 8,50 

Female Junior Final (under 18): 
1- Jessie Miley Dyer (AUS) - 16,33 
2- Amanda Clegg (AUS) - 9,00 
3- Tory Titcomb (HAW) - 5,27 
4- Stephanie Gilmore (AUS) - 4,90 


ABOUT THE ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships showcases athletes competing on behalf of their country. The top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: www.isasurf.org. 

ABOUT QUIKSILVER, INC. 
Quiksilver, Inc. (NYSE:ZQK) is the world's leading outdoor sports company, which designs, produces and distributes a diversified mix of branded apparel, wintersports and golf equipment, footwear, accessories and related products. The Company's apparel and footwear brands represent a casual lifestyle for young-minded people that connect with its boardriding culture and heritage, while its wintersports and golf brands symbolize a long standing commitment to technical expertise and competitive success on the mountains and on the links. 

The reputation of Quiksilver's brands is based on different outdoor sports. The Company's Quiksilver, Roxy, DC Shoes and Hawk brands are synonymous with the heritage and culture of surfing, skateboarding and snowboarding, and its beach and water oriented swimwear brands include Raisins, Radio Fiji, Leilani and Island Soul. The Rossignol, Dynastar, Lange, Look and Kerma brands are leaders in the alpine ski market, and the Company makes snowboarding equipment under its Rossignol, Dynastar, DC Shoes, Roxy, Lib Technologies, Gnu and Bent Metal labels. The Company's golf business includes Cleveland Golf, as well as Never Compromise putters and Fidra apparel by John Ashworth. Gotcha is the Company's surf-based European brand addressing street fashion. 

The Company's products are sold in over 90 countries in a wide range of distribution, including surf shops, ski shops, skateboard shops, snowboard shops, proprietary Boardriders Club shops, other specialty stores and select department stores. The European headquarters are in St. Jean de Luz and Voiron, France; and the Asia/Pacific headquarters are in Torquay, Australia. Quiksilver's corporate and Americas' headquarters are in Huntington Beach, California. 

NOTE: For further information about Quiksilver, Inc., you are invited to visit our corporate website at www.quiksilverinc.com and the websites of our brands at www.quiksilver.com, www.roxy.com, www.dcshoecousa.com, www.fidragolf.com, www.quiksilveredition.com, www.hawkclothing.com, www.rossignol.com, www.dynastar.com, and www.clevelandgolf.com.
QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS DECLARED OPEN 
Quiksilver Announces Sponsorship Renewal Until 2010 


Saturday 6 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

The Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships opened with a fanfare of colour and samba dancing at Brazil’s Maresias Beach today. 

More than 250 competitors from 27 countries marched behind their national flag bearer in a tremendous display of surfing unity. Each country poured sand from their local beaches into a special container to signify the mixing of cultures and sharing of goodwill. 

ISA President Fernando Aguerre officially declared the championships open. “We don’t surf for money - we surf for honour, we surf for the pride of representing our countries, to win a medal or to win a place in the history of our sport,” Aguerre said. 

Quiksilver CEO Bob McKnight also announced that Quiksilver would extend its current sponsorship of the ISA World Junior Surfing Championships until 2010. 

“I just love looking at kids and seeing their stoke because I know that stoke, I still have it, I had it when I was their age, and it’s something you can’t explain to somebody who is not involved in surfing or boardriding culture sports,” McKnight said. 

“The national federations of the ISA are really the roots of our sport and they are so important to the survival and success, and further spread of our culture.” 

The youngest contestant in this year’s event, eight-year-old Iliana Aguirre, of Ecuador, took the sportsmanship oath on behalf of all 251 competitors. 

At the end of the ceremony, all competitors and officials joined a local samba dance group for a colourful grand finale. 

The eight-day competition gets underway tomorrow (Sunday 7 May) and continues until Sunday 14 May. 

Gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The surf is forecast to be 1.2 metres (3-4 feet). A solid, two-metre (six foot) swell greeted the competitors earlier this week and a number of boards have already been broken in the powerful Maresias beachbreaks. 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
Multiple high quality complimentary digital images for newspapers, websites and magazines are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcases athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org
BRAZIL COMES ALIVE FOR QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Sunday 7 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

Brazil’s Maresias Beach was a sea of colour today as 27 countries descended on its sands for the first day of competition at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships. 

From the outset the standard was high with some very strong performances in the 3-4 foot (1.2 metre) surf, which improved throughout the day. 

Due to the sheer scope of the event, with more than 250 competitors, the contest is being held on two podiums, with the first qualifying round of the Under 18 and 16 Boys divisions hitting the water simultaneously today. 

France’s Jeremy Flores top-scored the round with 16.5 points (out of 20), with his best ride being an 8.67 (out of 10). Flores defeated Billy Stairmand (New Zealand), Giovanni Perini (Italy) and Tito Navarro (Chile). 

Flores’s performance was especially notable considering he had to borrow a board from Brazilian friend Wiggolly Dantas after he broke his quiver of four in the six foot (two metre) surf during the week before the contest started. 

“Wiggolly is a good friend so I’m lucky I have his board – I have no other choice,” Flores said. “But I feel all right, the waves are fun and I love Brazil.” 

Dantas also won his heat today, posting an 8.67 for one of his rides. The winner of the 2005 Quiksilver King of the Groms event, Dantas lives just to the north of Maresias Beach, and he won the Brazilian national title in six foot (two metre) surf here last weekend. 

“I surf here a lot and there were good conditions today and I’m happy with my performance,” Dantas said of the punchy beachbreak. 

Fellow Brazilian Franklin Serpa was also in great form, posting a 16.43 score to defeat Portugal’s Tomas Valente and Puerto Rico’s Cristian Candel. 

Australia’s Matt Wilkinson was another standout in the Under 18 Boys division, winning his heat with a 15.5 score, to defeat Reubyn Ash (United Kingdom), Diego Varga (Ecuador) and Leon Gough (Dominican Republic). 

Wilkinson, 17, from Copacabana, NSW, said he was pleased with the result. “It gets the nerves off because the first heat is always a bit scary,” he said. “I scored an 8.67 (out of 10) on a long left that walled up for me so I was pretty happy. Hopefully I’ll fall into a rhythm and keep going.” 

France’s Pierre Laborde and Australia’s Owen Wright were the top performers in the Under 16 division today, with Laborde scoring 15.5 for his win and Wright lodging 15.33. Each had a top wave score of 8.0. 

Laborde defeated Ryan Hawker (New Zealand), and Chile’s Christian Gonza and Matias Ketels, while Wright defeated Juan Diaz-Teran (Spain), Stuart Campbell (United Kingdom) and Enzo Dapelo (Ecuador). 

Laborde, 14, from Hossegor, France, said he was very happy with his performance today. “The waves were good. I arrived here not sure I was in the event because we had some trial heats to pick the final Under 16 French team and I luckily made it on a sudden-death heat.” 

Wright, 16, from Culburra, NSW, said he felt he was just warming up. “It was good to get the first heat out of the way. The waves are powerful and they give you a lot of speed,” he said. 

Bruce Mackie, from Barbados, registered the highest single wave score of the Under 16s round with an 8.67. Mackie defeated Shaun Joubert (South Africa), Teoro Tahutini (Tahiti) and Matteo Belalba (Italy). 

The eight-day competition continues until Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guadeloupe, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

Tomorrow’s schedule is: Under 18 Girls Qualifying Round One, Under 18 Boys Qualifying Round Two and Under 16 Boys Repechage One. 


For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
Multiple high quality complimentary digital images for newspapers, websites and magazines are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

FRANCE’S LEE-ANN CURREN POSTS HIGHEST WAVE SCORE AT 
QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Monday 8 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

France’s Lee-Ann Curren posted the highest single wave score of competition so far, a 9 out of 10, in her Under 18 Girls win at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships today. 

Surfing in 3-4 foot (1.2m) surf at Brazil’s Maresias Beach, Curren, the daughter of three-time world professional champion Tom, linked a series of flowing turns to post the excellent score in winning her first round qualifying heat. Ironically, her father won the first ISA World Junior Championship in France in 1980. 

After the win, Curren, 16, of Biarritz, said that she was a bit stressed and nervous before the heat. “But now I’m in the contest and I’ll see how it goes. There were good lefts and rights so I had fun, the waves are so good,” she said. 

The swell was six foot (two metres) when the teams arrived last week and during a practice session Curren was seen standing tall in a tube trailing her hand on the face, in the classic style of her famous father. “Yes, Dad taught me a bit about riding the tube,” she said with a smile. 

Australia’s Sally Fitzgibbons (Gerroa, NSW) posted the highest heat score of the day, 15.46 out of 20, in defeating Ametza Nichols, of Barbados (5.20 points), and Holly Donnelly, of the United Kingdom (4.46 points). 

Fitzgibbons said it was hard to get in the right position in the lineup but there were good waves on offer. “I seemed to be in the right spot at the right time when the swell pulsed and I caught a few good sets,” she said. “The event has a good atmosphere and it’s heaps of fun so I’m hoping to continue to do well as it’s my first big international competition.” 

The youngest competitor in the event, eight-year-old Iliana Aguirre, of Ecuador, showed tremendous spirit to take on both the surf and the older competitors in her heat. Even though she placed third, behind USA’s Amy Nichol and Peru’s Brissa Malaga, Aguirre captured the hearts of everyone on the beach. 

“I caught a lot of waves but I’m not tired,” Aguirre said. “I like surfing pointbreaks, where it is easier to get out, but I’ll have to practise more in beachbreaks.” 

Aguirre, who has been surfing since she was four, lives two hours from the beach and can only surf on weekends, though she is in the water every day on her holidays. 

“I still have 10 years to compete in this event so hopefully one day I can win the gold medal,” said Aguirre, who read the sportsmanship oath on behalf of all 251 competitors from 27 countries at the event’s opening ceremony last Saturday. 

Hawaii’s Bethany Hamilton, who lost her left arm in a shark attack in 2003, was another impressive winner today, defeating Ariel Engstrom (Puerto Rico) and Victoria Ventura (Argentina), even though she was called on an interference with Ventura at the beginning of the heat. 

“I was feeling nervous, especially starting with an interference,” Hamilton said. “It was a junk closeout, so I don’t know what I was thinking. But I think the competition will get harder and harder now so I definitely want to take it up a notch.” 

Hamilton’s team, Hawaii, are the defending world junior champions and they will be fighting off strong challenges from USA, Brazil, Australia, South Africa and France to defend their title in Brazil. 

American Cory Arrambide (Ventura, California) and Japan’s Kaito Sekimoto caused a major upset in the Under 18 Boys Qualifying Round Two when they defeated highly touted Australian, Matt Wilkinson (Copacabana, NSW). 

Wilkinson placed third in the heat with New Zealand’s Kerin van der Helder fourth. Wilkinson is still in the competition, but he now needs to progress through the repechage rounds to keep his medal hopes alive. 

Arrambide, 16, said he started the heat with a decent wave that allowed for a couple of outside turns before linking up on the inside. 

“It felt good to get a start like that,” Arrambide said. “We were battling to get the best waves and then I got another decent wave. I surfed against Wilko in Australia last year and he smoked me. He rips so I was stoked to beat him. I knew it would be tough because he’s a super-consistent surfer.” 

South Africa’s Jordy Smith posted the round’s highest heat score of 15.60 in defeating Heifara Tahutini (Tahiti), Wladimar Peres (Brazil) and Tomas Valente (Portugal). Smith’s score included an 8.27. 

Australia’s Julian Wilson posted the second highest score of the round with 14.17, which included an 8.0. 

New Zealand’s Richard Christie, 17, from Mahia Peninsula on the North Island, also posted a win and said he was feeling good. Christie defeated Hawaii’s Torrey Meister, Jordan Guadet (USA) and Guillermo Lobo (Spain). “I was coming second to Torrey but I got a good wave at the end. We’ve got a strong team and we’re hoping to do better than last year when we finished seventh overall.” 

The Under 16 Boys Repechage Round One was also held today with Japan’s Tatsuki Inque posting the round’s highest score of 14.00. 

Tomorrow’s schedule is: 

MAIN PODIUM: 12 heats Qualifying 2 Under 16 Boys; 12 heats Repechage 2 Under 16 Boys. 
SECOND PODIUM: 12 heats Repechage 1 Under 18 Boys; 12 heats Qualifying 2 Under 18 Girls. 

The eight-day competition continues until Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guadeloupe, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829

HAWAII’S GRANGER LARSEN POSTS HIGHEST HEAT SCORE ON DAY THREE OF THE QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Tuesday 9 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Hawaii’s Granger Larsen posted the highest heat score on day three of the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships at Brazil’s Maresias Beach today. 

The surf increased to four to five feet (1.5 metres) but the swell was broken up by a fierce overnight tropical storm, which made wave selection critical on the shallow, shifting sandbars. 

In a high-scoring heat in the second round of the Under 16 Boys Qualifiers, Larsen scored 16.27 (out of 20 points) to narrowly defeat Australian Owen Wright (15.40), with New Zealand’s Ryan Hawker (9.27) third and USA’s Kalohe Andino (8.34) fourth. 

Other high scores of the round came from France’s Charles Martin (15.44), New Zealand’s Paco Divers (15.27), Brazil’s Johnny Max (15.10) and Germany’s Nicolas Von Rupp (15.00). 

Larsen, from Lahaina on the island of Maui, looked at ease in the tricky conditions and he caught numerous high-scoring rides, including a day’s competition best of 8.67 points (out of 10). 

“I was pretty warmed up before I went out, I felt good and my board felt good,” Larsen said. “There’s a beachbreak right by my house that I surf a lot and I found it to be pretty similar here today.” 

Larsen said he was enjoying the event and felt at ease. “It’s good that you get two chances with the double-elimination format,” he said. “Hawaii are defending world junior champions and our team is pretty solid again this year so I just hope to keep progressing and doing my bit for the team.” 

Larsen and Wright move on through the top qualifying rounds while Hawker and Andino had to face sudden-death repechage heats later in the day, which they each won to continue in the event. (A third or fourth placing in the second-chance repechage rounds means you become a team supporter, not a competitor.) 

Germany’s Nicolas Von Rupp was another happy winner, winning his Under 16 Boys Round Two Qualifier with 15 points, defeating Dillan Perillo (USA, 12.77), with Johnny Hicks (New Zealand, 5.23) third and Taiki Kurokoshi (Japan, 5.00) fourth. 

Von Rupp, 15, who is in his third ISA World Junior title campaign (after Tahiti in 2004 and USA in 2005) said he thought he was lucky today: “I got a really long right-hander just three seconds before the end of the heat and that gave me the win. I was feeling a bit ill and not strong at the start of the day but I’m surfing good boards and feeling confident.” 

Johnny Hicks was later eliminated from the competition after a last-second ride by Uruguay’s Santiago Madrid that pushed Hicks into third place in a Round Two Repechage. 

Madrid placed second to Hawaii’s Dylan Malamed and, as the score was announced, it was elation for Team Uruguay on the edge of the shore, while Team New Zealand could only drop their heads. 

“I can’t describe how I feel,” Madrid said. “I knew I had to win otherwise I was out of the event and the wave I caught was enough. I’m very happy.” 

Bruce Mackie, from Barbados, was another last-second survivor when he got the score he needed to finish runner-up to Tahiti’s Tamaroa McComb in another Under 16 sudden-death repechage heat. 

France’s Lee-Ann Curren was again the standout in the Under 18 Girls Round Two Qualifying, posting the highest heat score of 15.00 points. Other heat winners were: Courtney Colongue (USA, 14.43), Pauline Ado (France, 13.33) and Suza Leal (Brazil, 13.26). 

Tahitian Heremoana Luciani scored the highest points, 14.33, in the Under 18 Boys Repechage Round One. 

USA coach Peter Townend started to feel the pressure today when some of his youngest team members, the “groms”, fell to more experienced opponents. 

“It was a disastrous day for Team USA – ‘gromitis’ set in,” Townend said. “I knew we had a young team and today the big boys did the big boy turns and my groms did the grom turns – and there’s a two-point difference in that.” 

Townend said his team particularly felt the pressure from the Australians and the Hawaiians today. 

“I think we can contend in the top three, it’s not a question, but it depends on your big guns. We have two strong ones in Eric Geiselman and Cory Arrambide in the Under 18s. If two of them are in the finals, it makes a big difference to your pointscore, but we’re a long way from that.” 

In fact, today is only the third day of an eight-day competition and there’s a lot of gruelling competition remaining before coaches can even think of the podium. The key to overall team victory is keeping as many of your 12-man team alive – that’s four in each division of Under 18 and Under 16 Boys and Under 18 Girls. 

Echoing all the top coaches, Townend said: “We’ve got five days to go, and a lot can happen in five days. Even though I got head-slapped around today, technically I haven’t lost anyone.” 

Hawaii are the defending world junior champions and they will be fighting off strong challenges from USA, Brazil, Australia, South Africa and France to defend their title here in Brazil. 

Tomorrow’s schedule is: 

MAIN PODIUM: 6 heats Qualify 3 U18 Boys; 6 heats Qualify 3 U16 Boys; 6 heats Qualify 3 U18 Girls; 6 heats Repechage 3 U16 Boys. 
SECOND PODIUM: 12 heats Repechage 2 U18 Boys; 12 heats Repechage 2 U18 Girls. 

Competition starts at 8.15am Brazil time and the main podium will be webcast live on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

The eight-day competition continues until Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guadeloupe, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
USA Gets Beat Up; Australian Owen Wright Sets New Record 


Wednesday 10 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

The Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships hit crunch-time today with the top-rated USA being knocked out of world teams title contention when they lost two Under 16 surfers, Kris Wiernicki and Andrew Doheny, in sudden-death repechage heats. 

Defending world champions Hawaii still have all their 12 surfers in the event, along with hosts Brazil, Australia and France. Even though South Africa and New Zealand have lost one surfer each, they can still vie for the overall title with the best three results counting in each division of Under 18 and 16 Boys and Under 18 Girls. 

Event director Marcos Bukao said that France has been the big surprise in this year’s event, which is at the half-way mark: “We are heading towards the finals on Sunday and France hasn’t lost a surfer, which is great for their chance to win medals.” 

The surf continued to pump consistently at four-to-five feet (1.5 metres) as if it was coming from a machine in the Atlantic Ocean - and the forecast is for the swell to increase. 

On a day of high performances, Australia’s Owen Wright was a standout, setting a new heat total record of 17.17 (out of 20 points). 

Wright, 16, of Culburra, NSW, was in blistering form to defeat France’s Pierre Laborde, fellow Australian Christopher Friend and New Zealand’s Paco Divers in an Under 16 round three qualifying heat. Friend and Divers now have to contest the repechages to stay alive in the event. 

“Every time I paddled out a good wave would come through so I got lucky I guess,” Wright said modestly. “Everyone is starting to step up and I expect there will be more big scores in the next few rounds. I’m always looking to better my performance so I’ll see how it goes.” 

France’s Marc Lacomare (15.94) and Germany’s Nicolas Von Rupp (15.26) also put up big scores in winning their heats to continue their threat for the Under 16 title. 

In the blue ribbon Under 18 Boys division, France’s Jeremy Flores continued his brilliant form on a borrowed surfboard, and he again posted the round’s highest score, 15.67. Flores defeated Tahiti’s Heifara Tahutin (13.00), with USA’s Eric Geiselmann (10.77) third and Uruguay’s Marco Giorgi (7.04) fourth. 

Other top performers in the Under 18 Boys included Australia’s Julian Wilson (15.5) and USA’s Cory Arrambide (14.23). 

Flores’s French team-mates Pauline Ado (15.10) and Lee-Ann Curren (14.17) also had strong victories in the Under 18 Girls round three qualifying heats. 

Flores, originally from Reunion Island but now based in New Caledonia, said he was still unsure about the board, which he borrowed from Brazilian friend and competitor, Wiggolly Dantas, who also won his heat today. 

“I don’t know it (the board) very well so I really have to get the best waves to make the difference,” Flores said. 

Flores said the French team was doing very well and, referring to Curren, he said: “She always gets the best waves, she probably has it in her genes. She’s really fit too so I think she’s confident.” 

Australia’s Jessica Hickson posted the highest heat score, 15.17, of the Under 18 Girls round three qualifying today. 

Hickson, 18, from Boomerang Beach, NSW, said the score was a confidence booster going into the next round. “There is a lot of good competition so it’s definitely getting harder as we progress through the event,” Hickson said. “The team is really supportive – managers, coaches, parents and peers – so that’s a big help.” 

Tomorrow’s schedule (Thursday 11 May, 2006) is: 

Main Podium (Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa): 
8:30am 3 Heats Qualifying 4 Under 18 Boys 
9:30am 3 Heats Qual 4 Under 16 Boys 
10:30am 3 Heats Qual 4 Under 18 Girls 
11:30am 6 Heats Repechage 4 Under 16 Boys 
1:30pm 2 Heats Qual 5 Under 18 Boys 
2:10pm 2 Heats Qual 5 Boys Under 16 
2:50pm 2 Heats Qual 5 Under 18 Girls 

Second Podium (Not webcast) 
8:30am 6 Heats Rep 3 Under 18 Boys 
10:30am 6 Heats Rep 3 Under 18 Girls 
12:30pm 6 Heats Rep 4 Boys Under 18 

Competition starts at 8.30am Brazil time and the main podium will be webcast live on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

The eight-day competition continues until Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

UPSETS CONTINUE AT QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Thursday 11 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

Three of the event’s big guns - Brazil’s Wiggolly Dantas, South Africa’s Jordy Smith and Hawaii’s Granger Larsen - were relegated to the long road of the Under 18 repechage rounds in a day of upsets at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships at Maresias, Brazil, today. 

Smith and Dantas made the finals of this event at Huntington Beach, USA, last year (in the Under 18s and Under 16s respectively) and Larsen has been in outstanding form this week, but today they failed to get through the fourth round of the Under 18 Qualifying. The trio are still alive in the contest but now have a much harder route, having to surf an extra three heats, to make the finals. 

The day started in clean three foot (one metre) surf but competition was postponed mid-afternoon when a strong, onshore wind blew through the contest site at Maresias Beach. 

Dantas said he wasn’t too fazed by having to contest the sudden-death repechages, where a third or fourth placing means instant elimination. 

“I’m feeling OK,” he said after today’s loss. “It’s going to be harder to make the final but I’ll do my best. In California last year, I had to go through the repechages to make the final so it’s nothing new.” 

Jordy Smith, 18, from Durban, who won the Under 16 division at his home break of North Beach in 2003, was also philosophical about today’s loss: “I’m not feeling too bad. I just want to focus on the next heat. Now it’s pretty much just an extended contest for me and I’m ready for it. My boards feel good, and everything is full bore ahead.” 

In a major upset, Venuzuela’s Rafael Pereira knocked USA’s Dillon Perillo and Hawaii’s Dylan Malamed out of the competition. Despite a strong challenge from his more touted rivals, Pereira held on to second place behind Tahiti’s Tamaroa McComb in their Under 16 round four repechage. 

In an incredible performance, Pereira, 16, had just finished a heat in an Under 18 repechage at the second podium, and progressed in that division, before competing again on the main podium. 

“I feel very good and I’m very happy,” Pereira said after his mammoth effort. “These are the biggest wins I’ve ever had. I feel really prepared to get to the finals of both divisions and I’m hungry for it.” 

All teams have now lost at least one competitor from the event and four countries share equal first place – defending world junior champions Hawaii, and Australia, South Africa and France. 

Dylan Malamed is Hawaii’s first loss of a team member from the contest and they now have 11 remaining to help defend their world junior title. 

Australia also lost their first team member today, Garrett Parkes (Byron Bay, NSW), as did France with Under 18 Adrien Toyon being eliminated. 

Brazil lost two surfers today – Dodo Veiga in the Under 18s and Johnny Max in the Under 16s. 

New Zealand lost three surfers today – Billy Stairmand (Under 18), Sean Peggs (Under 16) and Ryan Hawker (Under 16). 

Brazil’s Diana Souza top-scored round four of the Under 18 Girls Qualifying, with 13.16, and Australia’s Sally Fitzgibbons scored 12.77 in winning her heat. 

In a day of drama, Team USA lodged an official protest after one of their surfers, Kolohe Andino, was eliminated in the Under 16 round four repechage. 

USA team manager Mike Cianciulli, said they felt the judges should have called an interference on New Zealand’s number one Under 16 seed, Paco Divers. “Divers took off on the same wave as Andino near the end of the heat when Andino only needed a 4.4 and they should have called it,” Cianciulli said. Andino was eliminated from the whole event after placing fourth. Divers and Japan’s Kento Takahashi progressed. A result on the protest will be known tomorrow. 

France’s Marc Lacomare continued his outstanding form in this event by posting today’s highest heat score of 16.47 (out of 20 points), which included an excellent 8.57 score. 

The swell is expected to increase tomorrow. 

Tomorrow’s schedule (Friday 12 May, 2006) is: 

Main Podium (Live webcast on www.quiksilver.com/isa): 
8:30am 2 heats Boys U18 Qualify 5 
9:10am 2 heats Boys U16 Qualify 5 
9:50am 2 heats Girls U18 Qualify 5 
10:30am 3 heats Boys U18 Repechage 5 
11:30am 3 heats Boys U16 Repechage 5 
12:30pm 3 heats Girls U18 Repechage 5 
1:30pm 3 heats Boys U18 Repechage 6 
2:30pm 3 heats Boys U16 Repechage 6 

Second Podium (Not webcast) 
8:30am 6 heats Girls U18 Repechage 4 

Competition starts at 8.30am Brazil time and the main podium will be webcast live on www.quiksilver.com/isa 

The eight-day competition continues until Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org
AUSTRALIA DOMINATES DAY SIX AS GOING GETS TOUGH AT QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Friday 12 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Australia moved into first place at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships today, with a dominating performance from the 2004 world junior champions as they top-scored every qualifying division of Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

Australia also lost only one of their 12-man team in difficult storm conditions at Brazil’s Maresias Beach. It was a big loss however, considering it was their top-seeded Under 18 surfer, Nick Vasicek (Coolangatta, Qld). With yesterday’s elimination of Garrett Parkes, they now have 10 surfers aiming for the finals on Sunday. 

In the overall pointscore, Australia moved ahead of current world champions Hawaii, with hosts Brazil third, France fourth, South Africa fifth and USA sixth. 

The swell was three to four feet (1.2 metres) but surfing conditions were made difficult by heavy rainsqualls and a strong onshore wind, which picked up soon after competition started this morning. 

Team Australia manager Mark Lane, 42, said that with two days remaining, the team was happy with their position. “Our kids showed a lot of maturity in difficult conditions today. We finished fourth last year, after winning every title in Tahiti two years ago, so we’re on track to regaining some lost credibility,” Lane said. 

Defending world junior champions Hawaii had three of their team eliminated today – Nathan Rex and Torrey Meister in the Under 18 Boys and Lani Hunter in the Under 18 Girls. 

Team Hawaii manager, Tommy Asing, 46, said Hawaii had now lost four surfers, one-third of their team, from the competition. “Australia lost only one today and one yesterday. But it’s not over until the finals are contested so we’re going to take it to the wire,” Asing said. “There are high expectations for us as defending world champions but there is so much talent here you never know which way it will go.” 

Despite today’s losses, Asing said team morale was high and everyone was positive. “I think the key is staying relaxed and composed and giving it your best shot,” he said. 

Hosts Brazil lost only one surfer today, Andre Pastori in the Under 16 Boys, and they have now also lost four surfers. 

Alex Zeni, from Team Brazil, said the team was expecting more from the boys because of the home turf advantage. “The national titles were held at Maresias just before this event and the team looked strong. But we still have four surfers – Wiggolly Dantas and Franklin Serpa in the Under 18s, and Nathan Brandi and Alejo Muniz in the Under 16s – and we’re expecting some to reach the finals like last year. And the girls are doing a great job and are all still in the event.” 

The French team lost four surfers today – Joan Duru and Romain Cloitre in the Under 18 Boys, Justin Delanne in the Under 16 Boys, and Alize Arnaud in the Under 18 Girls. They now have seven of the original 12 team members left in the event. 

Team France coach Didier Piter, 34, said that despite today’s losses the team is buoyant. “We are very happy to be here and this means everything is still possible. Even though we lost some riders today, we have some surfers who can take the individual titles, and this impacts heavily on the final team rankings. 

“France has taken a good approach to improving our performance and it is satisfying to see that we are challenging the top nations.” 

And South Africa, who were coming equal first with Hawaii, Australia, and France at the end of competition yesterday, lost five surfers today, including their whole Under 18 Girls team. They have now lost seven of their 12-member team. Today’s eliminations were: Rudy Palmbloom (Under 18 Boys), and Tarry Chudleigh, Chantelle Rautenbach, Alice McGregor and Nikita Robb in the Under 18 Girls. 

The general manager of Surfing South Africa, Robin de Kock, 55, said that despite today’s heavy losses, the team still had its top two seeds in both the Under 18 and Under 16 divisions - Jordy Smith and Matthew Bromley (Under 18s) and Under 16s’ Kyle Lane and Shaun Joubert, who has progressed through the top-level qualifiers. 

“It’s going to be tough and we are going to have to rely on those guys to pull out all the stops,” de Kock said. “We finished fifth last year and we’re aiming for a better finish here in Brazil. Today’s conditions were tough but they’re a top bunch of surfers so they’ll do fine.” 

In the individual qualifiers today, Australians Caleb Reid-Boquist, Owen Wright and Sally Fitzgibbons all posted highest heat scores. 

Reid-Boquist (Maroochydore, Qld) won his Under 18 Boys round five qualifying heat with a total of 12.50 (out of 20), defeating France’s top gun, Jeremy Flores, and South Africa’s Kyle Lane. Reid-Boquist and Flores move through on the qualifiers, while Lane will now have to contest the sudden-death repechages. 

Owen Wright (Culburra, NSW) won his Under 16 Boys round five qualifying heat with a total of 13.17, while Sally Fitzgibbons (Gerroa, NSW) scored 14.17 to win her round five Under 18 Girls qualifier, continuing her strong run through the event. 

Fitzgibbons, 15, defeated Brazil’s Diana Souza (9.73 points) and fellow-Australian Jessica Hickson (7.04). Hickson will now have to contest the sudden-death repechages, while Fitzgibbons and Souza continue through the top-level qualifiers. 

“They were pretty tough conditions but there were still a few good waves and all the girls surfed well,” Fitzgibbons said. “It’s really nice here in Brazil and I feel comfortable. While I’m keen to win, I think everyone is a threat for the title,” she said. 

The Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships has two days left to run, with all finals being held this Sunday 14 May. 

TUNE IN TO THE LIVE WEBCAST ON www.quiksilver.com/isa 
Competition starts at 8.30am Brazil time. 

Tomorrow’s schedule (Saturday 13 May, 2006) is: 

8:00am 3 heats Boys U16 Rep 6 
9:00am 3 heats Girls U18 Rep 6 
10:00am 2 heats Boys U18 Rep 7 
10:40am 2 heats Boys U16 Rep 7 
11:20am 2 heats Girls U18 Rep 7 
12:15pm Pirata’s Exhibition 
1:00pm 2 heats Boys U18 Rep 8 
1:40pm 2 heats Boys U16 Rep 8 
2:20pm 2 heats Girls U18 Rep 8 
3:00pm Tag Team Semi-final 1 
4:00pm Tag Team Semi-final 2 

The eight-day competition finishes this Sunday 14 May when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

AUSTRALIA CONTINUES TO LEAD QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Saturday 13 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Australia continued its brilliant form at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships today, extending its lead on the overall pointscore ahead of defending world champions, Hawaii, with France moving into third ahead of Brazil, and South Africa in fifth and the USA sixth. 

The finals of the individual divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls – will be held tomorrow (Sunday 14 May). 

The swell increased to four to five feet (1.5 metres) at Brazil’s Maresias Beach and even though the onshore wind made conditions difficult, there was some outstanding surfing. 

Australia’s Matt Wilkinson (Copacabana, NSW) set a new heat record today of 17.60 (out of 20) when he defeated South Africa’s Jordy Smith (16.60) in a round eight Under 18 repechage. In the same heat, Smith set a new individual wave score record for this event of 9.93 (out of 10). Both moved into repechage round nine, while South Africa’s Kyle Lane was eliminated. 

“The waves weren’t that great but I was pretty happy with how I went,” Wilkinson said. “Hopefully I can keep the roll going. I’ve surfed nine heats this week and the last few have been the best ones, so I hope I can get better.” 

Several judges on the panel of five awarded Smith a perfect 10 for his best ride, which averaged out at a 9.93. Two big outside manoeuvres – one turn under the lip on his backhand and then a huge floater airdrop – earned the record score. 

“I’m feeling good,” Smith said. “As the waves get bigger my equipment gets better so hopefully the swell picks up a bit overnight. It should be a good contest tomorrow.” 

Australia has by far the most team members left - eight from the original 12-person team - to contest the remaining rounds and aim for the finals tomorrow. 

Australia’s team still competing is: Under 18 Boys - Caleb Reid-Boquist (Bronte, NSW), Julian Wilson (Coolum, Qld) and Matt Wilkinson; Under 16 Boys – Owen Wright (Culburra, NSW) and Christopher Friend (Maroochydore, Qld); Under 18 Girls – Sally Fitzgibbons (Gerroa, NSW), Jessica Hickson (Boomerang, NSW) and Kira Townsend (Sawtell, NSW). 

Australia lost only two surfers today – David Cathels (North Narrabeen, NSW) in the Under 16s and Angela Keighran (Mullaway, NSW) in the Under 18 Girls. 

Team Hawaii has four surfers left in the event – Casey Brown in the Under 18 Boys, Alex Smith and Granger Larson in the Under 16 Boys, and Monyca Byrne-Wickey in the Under 18 Girls. 

Team France has three surfers remaining in the competition – Jeremy Flores in the Under 18 Boys, Marc Lacomare in the Under 16 Boys, and Pauline Ado in the Under 18 Girls. All are in the top-level qualifiers, where they get a second chance through the repechages if they place third or fourth in their qualifying heats. 

Team Brazil also has three surfers left: Franklin Souza in the Under 18 Boys; Alejo Muniz in the Under 16 Boys and Diana Souza in the Under 18 Girls. 

And Team South Africa has three surfers left: Jordy Smith in the Under 18 Boys, and Shaun Joubert and Haydn McNicol in the Under 16 Boys. 

Team USA has two surfers remaining – Cory Arrambide in the Under 18 Boys and Courtney Conlogue in the Under 18 Girls. 

And Team New Zealand has one – Airini Mason in the Under 18 Girls. 

The ISA Cup teams event will also be contested tomorrow between Australia, New Zealand, France and South Africa. 

In the first semi-final today, Australia placed first (62.19 points), with South Africa (42.45) second, Hawaii (33.00) third and Tahiti (28.77) fourth. In the second semi-final, France was first (43.77), ahead of New Zealand (41.95) second, with Brazil (38.66) third and USA (38.38) fourth. 

ISA President Fernando Aguerre has been absent from the competition for the past five days due to a serious case of laryngitis, which required medical treatment. 

Aguerre was originally elected in Rio in 1994, and has been re-elected to head the ISA five times, making him the most popular ISA official ever. He has led the ISA into obtaining and preserving IOC official recognition and nurturing the 50-plus member nations of the ISA. 

“I’m stoked to be back,” Fernando said today. “This has been a great event and we are going to finish it on the highest note.” 

TUNE IN TO THE LIVE WEBCAST ON www.quiksilver.com/isa 
Competition starts at 8.00am Brazil time. 

Tomorrow’s schedule (Sunday 14 May, 2006) is: 

8:00am 1 heat Qualify 6 Boys U18 
8:20am 1 heat Qualify 6 Boys U16 
8:40am 1 heat Qualify 6 Girls U18 
9:00am 1 heat Repechage 9 Boys U18 
9:20am 1 heat Repechage 9 Boys U16 
9:40am 1 heat Repechage 9 Girls U18 
10:00am 1 heat Repechage 10 Boys U18 
10:20am 1 heat Repechage 10 Boys U16 
10:40am 1 heat Repechage 10 Girls U18 
11:00am Pirata’s Exhibition 
11:30am Final ISA Cup (tag team) 
1:00pm Final Girls U18 
1:30pm Final Boys U16 
2:00pm Final Boys U18 

The eight-day competition finishes tomorrow (Sunday 14 May) when gold medals will be decided in three divisions – Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls. 

The scores of the top three athletes per division are added to reach the final ranking to decide the World Junior Surfing Champion Team, a title currently held by Hawaii. 

The 27 countries competing in the event (in order of their placing in last year’s contest) are: Hawaii, Brazil, USA, Australia, South Africa, France, New Zealand, Tahiti, United Kingdom, Peru, Portugal, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Barbados, Jamaica, Chile, Canada, Italy, Germany, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Spain, Sweden and Uruguay. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 

About the ISA: 
The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

JULIAN WILSON, OWEN WRIGHT AND PAULINE ADO CROWNED WORLD CHAMPIONS AT QUIKSILVER ISA WORLD JUNIOR SURFING TITLES 


Sunday 14 May, 2006 
Maresias Beach, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Australia’s Julian Wilson and Owen Wright, along with France’s Pauline Ado, are the new world champions after victories at the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships at Maresias Beach, Brazil, today. Australia also claimed the overall World Junior Champion Team title. 

The finals of the Under 18 and 16 Boys, and Under 18 Girls, were all hotly contested in powerful five to six foot (1.5 – 2 metre) waves, the best surf of the eight-day competition. 

The Under 18 Boys final was an incredible battle with Wilson (Coolum, Qld) getting off to an early lead before being pursued by South Africa’s top gun, Jordy Smith, of Durban. 

With a massive crowd on the beach roaring encouragement, the pair exchanged huge floaters and re-entries, with Smith fighting back with a big aerial reverse manoeuvre that scored 8.33 (out of 10) to narrow the gap. 

But Wilson held off the challenge to win by 17.67– 16.90 points, with fellow Australian Caleb Reid-Boquist (Bronte, NSW) in third (14.50) and France’s Jeremy Flores fourth (13.87). 

“Being the world champion is the best feeling I’ve ever had in my whole life,” Wilson, 17, said. “I am so happy. I’ve come second once before, and the feeling was good, but coming first is so much better. The waves really turned on for the final and it was so intense out in the water. My tactics were to get two good scores early and put a bit of pressure on. Then Jordy came back at me and it was just wave for wave.” 

No one on the beach could believe the level of surfing reached by the four Under 18 finalists. 

“The talent in the final was incredible, they’re the best surfers in the world, and coming to the world titles you don’t expect anything less,” Wilson said. 

Wilson credited the Australian team as a whole. “We’ve got a strong Australian team here and everyone has helped each other out as we’re good friends.” 

He was also surprised by the excellent surf throughout the event: “Coming to Brazil, I bought my small boards and didn’t expect the good waves that we got. I’ve been gob-smacked by the waves, they’ve been amazing,” he said. 

Owen Wright (Culburra, NSW) also started fast in the Under 16 Boys final, locking in some brilliant early rides to have his opponents needing a combination of scores to catch him. Wright hit peak form in the final and he easily won with 16.20 points, ahead of Brazil’s Alejo Muniz (11.64), South Africa’s Shaun Joubert (10.80) and France’s Marc Lacomare (8.20). 

“All my buddies here were cheering me on and that got me fired up for the final and I’m stoked to come out on top,” Wright, 16, said. “I hadn’t put together a brilliant heat all week so I thought to myself: ‘I may as well do it now.’ I got a good early score and then just tried to keep building on it. 

“The standard has been so good here that I was sweating and I didn’t get much sleep last night but it paid off. There’s been so much support from the Australian team here that it makes you want to go twice as hard,” he said. 

The Under 18 Girls final came down to the wire, with Pauline Ado (Hendaye, France) scoring an 8.93 (out of 10) in the last minute to take the lead from Australian Sally Fitzgibbons (Gerroa, NSW). Ado narrowly won by 15.50 points – Fitzgibbons’ 15.06, with Brazil’s Diana Souza third on 9.50 and New Zealand’s Airini Mason fourth on 7.33. 

Ado, 15, said she had seen Fitzgibbons surf in Australia and knew that she was in for a tough final. “I can’t believe that I am the world champion,” Ado said. “I didn’t get very good waves at the beginning but when I finished my last ride, I hoped that I had the score I needed – and I did. I am so happy to be the world champion and it’s my ambition to be a professional surfer.” 

Ado’s victory helped France record their best finish ever at this event, a runner-up placing to Australia, and ahead of Brazil, Hawaii, South Africa and USA. 

The final of the ISA Cup was contested by the top teams today and the South African team (Shaun Joubert, Jordy Smith, Kyle Lane, Rudy Palmbloom and Nikita Robb) won with 65.52 points, ahead of Australia (55.04), New Zealand (38.76) and France (32.10). 

On total pointscore, Australia had a clear win on 6,292 points to claim the ISA World Junior Champion Team title, with France second (5,029), Brazil third (4,688), Hawaii fourth (4,626), South Africa fifth (4,560) and USA sixth (3,948). All winners and top placegetters were awarded medals. 

Australia finished fourth overall in Huntington Beach, California, last year, after winning every title in Tahiti in 2004, and Australia’s head coach, Sasha Stocker, said this year’s results were a big turnaround for the team. “Last year we saw a major increase in the standard of surfing at this competition and our Team Australia programs were influenced by that,” Stocker said. “All credit must go to the Australian Sports Commission for their support of Australian surfing and to our athletes, who are an amazing group of talented young surfers.” 

A local Brazilian surfer, Alcino Neto – better know at Pirata (the pirate) – performed an exhibition today of adaptive surfing. Neto, 36, lost a leg as a teenager when hit by a drunken driver while riding his motorcycle. Despite the setback, Neto still manages to stand on his surfboard and enjoy the sport he took up as an eight-year-old. 

“The accident has never stopped me,” he said. “I encourage all disabled people to try surfing. Here in Brazil I run surf schools using special equipment.” 

The ISA President, Fernando Aguerre, said: “What an event! The best junior surfers from every surfing nation, great waves every day, the festive Brazilian spirit that we all love … diverse cultures, races and religions sharing the beach and waves, and competing just for honor and medals. Congratulations to all medallists.” 

This year 27 countries and 251 athletes competed in the event. The final placings (in order of finishing) were: Australia, France, Brazil, Hawaii, South Africa, USA, New Zealand, Venezuela, Tahiti, Portugal, Peru, Japan, Ecuador, United Kingdom, Chile, Argentina, Puerto Rico, Spain, Barbados, Italy, Uruguay, Jamaica, Canada, Germany, Dominican Republic, Sweden and Guatemala. 

The next Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing Championships will be held in Portugal in May 2007. 

For detailed results, news and photos, please visit www.quiksilver.com/isa 

For further information, please contact: 
Kirk Willcox (on site in Brazil) 
Quiksilver International Media Manager 
kirk.willcox@quiksilver.com.au 
Phone: +61 407 063 829 

HIGH RES IMAGES: 
High quality, free of charge digital images for newspapers and websites are available each day from the event and will be dispersed by Steve Robertson. Any specific image requests will also be considered. Please forward by email to: stever@surfingaustralia.com 
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The International Surfing Association (ISA) is recognized by the 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) as the World Governing Authority for 
Surfing, Bodyboarding and Surfriding. It was originally founded as the 
International Surfing Federation in 1964 and has been running world 
championships since 1964, and the Junior World Championships since 1980. 

ISA membership includes the surfing National Governing Bodies (NGBs) of over 
50 countries in six continents. Its headquarters are located in San Diego, 
California. It is presided by Fernando Aguerre, first elected in 1994 in 
Rio, and re-elected five times since. The ISA’s four Vice Presidents are 
from South Africa, Australia, Hawaii and the USA. 

Inspired by the Olympic spirit, the Quiksilver ISA World Junior Surfing 
Championships showcase athletes competing on behalf of their country. The 
top four finalists will be awarded gold, silver, bronze and copper medals. 
Like in the Olympics, cultural identity, team spirit and moments of great 
personal triumph are hallmarks of the event. For more information, visit: 
www.isasurf.org

